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at last was entrapped by the Persian king Baharam, and "wag flayed alive. His skin, stuffed with straw, was placed over the gate of the city of Shahpoor."
Such a death was as cruel and as ignominious as that of crucifixion; yet his doctrines " expired not with their author. In the East and in the West they spread with the utmost rapidity. .... The extent of its success may be calculated by the implacable hostility of other religions to the doctrines of Mani; the causes qf that success a/re more difficult to wn-jecttvre."
Every reason, which, as far as I know, has ever been given, why it should be hard for early Christianity to spread, avail equally as reasons against the spread of Maniohroism. The state of the East, which admitted the latter without miracle, admitted the former also. It nevertheless is pertinent to padd, that the recent history of Mormonism, compared with that of Christianity and of Manichseism, may suggest that the martyr-death of the founder of a religcon is a positive aid to its after-suoqpss*
tJHAPTER IX.
EEPLT TO THE DEFENCE OF THE "ECLIPSE OF FAITH."
THIS small treatise was reviewed, unfavourably of course, in most of the religious periodicals, and among them in the " Prospective Review,*' by my friend James Martineau. I had been about the same time attacked in a book called the *Eclipse of Faith," written (chiefly against my treatise on the Soul) in the form of a Platonio Dialogue; in which a sceptic, a certain Harrington, is made to indulge in a great deal of loose and bantering argumentation, with the view of ridiculing my religion, and doing so by ways of which some specimen will be given.
I made an indignant protest in a new edition of this book, and added also various matter in reply to If r. Martineau, which will still be found here. He in consequence in a second article* of the " Prospective" reviewed me afresh; but,
* The "Eclipse" had previously been noticed in the feme review* on the whole favourably, by a writer of evidently a different religious school,